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January 3, 1975
Special to the Valley News and Green Sheet
Year End Review

From: Jim McNamara, Pub. Rel., Los Angeles City Department of"
Animel Regulation. Tel: LEK=5771
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Pet owners in the San Fernando Valley joined with éll.
clty pet owners last yeor in the enhancement of animal welfare
in the greoater los Anpgeles area. Major strides were recorded
in all agpects of animal care and control,

InAtwo prine categorles of animal regulation-égniéals
handled at the city animel shelters, and unwanted animgisndeéo
troyed--substantial decreases in volumn wsre recorded in the
two Sen Fernendo Valley sheltors, operated by the ILos Angeles.
City Department of Animel Regulation.

At the Rast Valley Animal Shelter, located in North
Hollywood, and the West Valley Shelter in Chatsworth, a total
of 53,726 animals was handled in fiscal 1973-7h. This number =
was L1479 less than the number of animels handled st the Valley
shelters 1in 1972-73. e

According to Robert I,_Rﬁsh, general manager of the
clty animal regulation departmeﬁt, the encouraging reduction in
the animal traffic at the shelters’ie dué:principdlly to a
sharper exercise of pet ownepship responélbility;*and public
particlipetirng in the low'cgst spay and‘neutévfclihic-prorram.

“"Because pet owners aro ex zerclising tibhter cantrols
cn their animals, cur impound rate ls decroa§xng," Rushipoints
out. "And the fact that pet owners are taking‘adVantage'of the
low cost spay and neuter fees at the East Valley Spay‘and

Neuter Clinie (13131 Sherman Way, North Hollywcod) also HEFPE
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reduces our traffic because there are less unwanted pupples and
kitten -n the street."

In addltion to the decrease in enimal volurm at the
Valley shelters, there is a corresponding reduction in the number
of unwanted animsls destroyed. In the past fiscal year, 35,812
animels were destroyed. In 1972-73, Ui},510 animals were des-
troyeds The lowered destruction rate is alsc reflected city-wide.
In the clty's slx animal sheltsrs, there was an imposing 9.7 per
cont decrease In animsl destruction lest year, compared to the
previcus fiscal period.

In tho areas of pet sdoption, San Fernando Valley
resldents, nore and wmore, are finding the objeets of their affec-
tion at the Hast end ‘est Valley enimal shslters. DMore than
60C0 animals were sdopted at the two facllities in 1973-74, an
incresse of nsarly 200 snimals over the previous year.

A1l cdeogs in the greater Ios dngeles area must be vae-
cinated against rables every thirty months. To facilitate the
inoculation progranm, the City Department of Animal Rsgulation,
in econjunction with the Southern Californis Veterinary Medical
Association, conducts public low cost anti-rabies clinies in
February, May, August and November. Jlast year, Valley dog owners
responded to the community health program in large numbers., 4
total of 11,129 dogs recsived antl-rabies vaccinations in 1973-74.
Information concerning all clinic schedules may be obtained at
any time by celling ,85-5755,

Wildlife is an important part of the Valley scene, and
the conservatlon of that wildlife is a responsibility of the
animal regulation department. Rather thgn destroy the wildlife,

more



ot
the department, through ites unique Aninel Airlift, relocates
small wild creatures, lumanely trapped in urban sreas, to a

new habltat in Arngeles National Forest. Since the inception of
the wildlife conservatlion program in 1969, more than 2200 wild
animals, trapped in sll parts of the c¢liy, have been flown by
hellcopter to new homes in the Porasst.
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