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The lLos Angeles City Department of Animal Regulation
has embarked on a new wild life conservation program designed
te return stray undomesticated animals to thelir natural habitat
by helicopter.

Mayor Sam Yorty anncunced the revelutionary concept
teday at the Van Nuys Alrport when & group of animals was flouwn
from the site to areas of re-location.

The Mayor said the airborne program. labelled "Animal = =

Airlift," is the first of ite kind in the country, and added

"what can be done here can be

gecomplished elsewhere”

Yorty urged other ¢itles and countles in the country

to re-evaluate thelr wildlife problems.

"Virtually every community has some form of wild

Zﬁﬁnimal 1ife to consider," he saild. "It's a prohlam ‘



"Our Department believes in the conservation approach,”

Rush declared. "W1ld animals were placed on this earth for a
purpose. For one thing, they play a vital vole in the balance
of nature, It is incumbent on all of us to preserve the lives
of animals whose fate is ours o decide."

Only animals native to Californlis are rveleased back
to the wilds. Other animals are given 3aneituary in £oos or
simlilar facilitles,

Land, alr and water, Rush emphasizéd; are tvhe key
elenents of animal habitat. With Los Angeles’® booming population
dally encroaching on wildlife domalns and eliminating these
; elenents of survival, 1% 13 Tthe responsibllity of man, sccording

to Rusk, te we-locate animals who are losing their homes.

Yorty pointed cut that with the use of the hellcopter,
which saves time and money in re-locating animals, Los Angeles
has established an animal consfervaition program that other
comaunities might want to emulate.

He said "success of any conservation program hinges on
individual community initiative. Accordingly, 1t behooves a11:__fi”;

local governmental ageneies to expedite all eonaervat;dnve'
-rh@&idnlyiin terms of wilildlife, but in areas embracxng &11£

0L These community efforis should be implem



Yorty hit strongly &t what he termed were

“lackadaisioal” attitudes by many in the sphere of animal.{#iif
eongervation

"Hederal and State Agencias sre realistically con-
cerned adoul consarvation only in the sreas where their juris-
diction is eclesely defined,” he said, "Where local aubonomy
preveils, thess Agencies arve not agtlively interested in the
welfare of wildlife,

"Thus, the tendency of meny urban developments,
whether they be countles, cities or small town, 18 %o solve thalp
wildlife prcblems in the most convenlent and expediticus mamnnepr-—
that of destruction or total disregard.

"

"This type of action,” declared Yorty, "constitutes

a waste of a natural gift.”

"Most communities do not have a conservation program,

the eltizens should asik

- &nd where this deplerable vold exlsts,
 their reprasentatives at ell government levels what is cocurring
ﬁp~ﬂhﬁ1r‘wildlife and prees {or atrong megsures in the tnteruntau



i

uae of alr trensperiation, it becems possible to re-lccste
animals in more favorable arvess which are inacoessibie to ground'
vehicles,

The program now iavolves the human trapping of wildlife

in fringe residential areas of the City and flying the cargo

to remote aveas of Angeles National Porest (38 miles northeast

of the Ciiy} and releasing the znimals in natural surroundings
necesaary for their survival.

Once sach week, wildlife specimens gre collecied by
Magon and RHay Schuthe, Chief Hellcopter Pilot for the City's
Bureau of Transportation (Board of Publiec Works} from the five
Loa Angeles City Animal Shelters.

The Shelbers are located at 215 West Ann Strees;

11950 Missourl Avenus, Went Ios Angeles; 13131 Sherman Way,

North Hollvwood; 3612 Hleventh Avenue; and T35 Battery Strest,

San Pedro.
The helicopter 1z based at 1000 Sputh Flower Street |
°Vinﬁﬁlendale, and makes landings a2t heliports near the Shelters,

doe Purlo, Divector of the Bureau of Transportatiecn,

';ﬁé«@ﬁe'aipzvafh.

flylog cargo on any trip may i



From September 11 to December 9, 1969, lE:fligﬁtaﬁ

nave been made with 127 animals re-located, It is anﬁigipa$@d '
that well over 1200 wild animals will be returned to the wild-
ernesa In the coming wyear by helicopter. The ground release
aress have been carefully selected by Leon Fisher, Came Manager
af the Angelen Natlonsal Foresat and with stress 1gid on the
avalilabllity of water, food and shelter.

The prozrem has been sndorsed by ithe California Flsh

and Game Deparvtment, the U.S. Forestry Servies and the Aadubon

Soclely of Ios Angel2s,



