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If you want o bring a wild animal into vour home, treat it
with respect and extreme caution. That's the advice of Robert 1. Rush,

tenersl lanager of tioe Los Angeles Department of Animal Regulation,

As head of the (ity's prime arimal control agency, Rush is

obliged by city ordinance to 1ssue wild animal nermits to city resi-

dents «ho scek to add a %Louch of jungle ecology to their domestic decor.

in exercising tne mandate,

e issues perniis as if they were medical

preseriptions marked “dangerous--keep away from caildren.” He would

tike to add “and everyuody else."

“fayone wio invites a wild animal to sharve his nome snould

treat it iike a pisto) with a nair trigger, “lusn says. “The animal

 can be sweet, docile and gentle 99 percent of the time. it's when

oulls the trigger that it's tog Jate."

Shair uuring the four month period, Navember, 1969 thr




s

nythons, ocelots, bobcats, vacceons, onossum, river otter, foxes ; falr 0
and hawks.

"These creatures represent only a small sampie of the wild
1ife prevalent in Los Angeles howes,"” Rusn says. “Cur files ave filisd
with complaints of wild animals maintained without permits in private
homes or apartments.”

Recently, a hooded cobra was snared in an apartment. A
Malayan Sun Bear was found Trolicking near Hollywecod Bowl. A seal,
with a rope around its neck, was found roaming the streets of South
Central Los Angeles. A bloodthivsty tayra, elongated cousip of the
beaver, was found near Studic City. A 1ion cub was fliushed from be-
neath & house near the Coliseum. Snakes of all types have been found
on resideniial properties. In neerly ali cases, identity of ownership
was established.

Wild animal permits are authorized by the General Manager
of the Departwent »f Animal Regulation. A person wishing to house
certain wild anirals c¢an do so, 17, in the opinion of the Ganeralag-5 

Manager "eny such animal or reptile may ba kept or maintained\y;lﬁ

‘wenacing the safety of any person or property....”

The General Hanager does not grant permiis ea
matically on request. Safe quavtering must be,paox$d§6:~

 must mot comstitute a nuisarce problem o neighbar
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