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PUREBREDS AND PET OVERPOPULATION:

THE CASE FOR A BREEDING MORATORIUM

By Julie E. Miller

A; a fund-raising auction last May,
idwell Friends, a prominent pri-
vate school in Washington, D.C., auc-
tioned a purebred golden retriever to
the highest bidder. Aside from showing
the school’s poor judgement, the inci-
dent manifests a reality that animal
shelrers across the country are all too
familiar with: while people were bid-
ding thousands of dollars on a pure-
bred golden retriever, a nearby animal
shelter, the Montgomery County
(MD) Humane Society, had zhree
golden rerrievers available for adoption.

“1 wish people would stop to think
and be more aware abour the purebreds
who need homes and die for lack of
homes before they rush out to a
breeder,” says Sharon Kessler, director
of the Montgomery County Humane
Sociery. Kessler’s comment reflects a
deep-rooted frustradion felt by all hu-
mane workers who care for and
euthanize unwanted purebreds while
other purebreds are being produced,
marketed, and sold.

Despite breeders’ contentions, pure-
breds do end up in shelters. Yet many
breeders continue to deny the role they
play in the pet overpopulation crisis,
deflecting the inherent responsibilities
all breeders assume each time they add
yet another animal to the swollen pet
popularion.

The HSUS’s call for a temporary
breeding moratorium (see the March
1993 edition of Shelter Sense) inspired
some purebred breeders to write pro-
lific, emotional pleas in the nation’s
edirorial pages in defense of their
“right” to breed. After all, they insisted,
2 breeding moratorium would surely
cause a purebred shortage, and might
even result in the eventual depletion of
all companion animals. And then
where would the animal-loving public

find their pets?

The thousands of
shelter employees who
are forced to euthanize
millions of unwanted
animals each year—
mixed breeds and pure-
breds—certainly know
where the public can
find new companions.
What proves a more
difficul challenge is
countering the miscon-
ception that purebreds
are not part of the pet
overpopulation problem.

Tracking Purebreds In
Shelters

Many professional
breeders perpetuate the
myth that purebreds are
rare, revered, and sel-
dom found in shelrers.
Bur as both shelters and
breed-rescue groups will
artest, “surplus” isn’t

only synonymous with
“mixed breed.”
According to HSUS
estimates, as many as 25
percent of the estimared
12 million animals who
enter shelters each year are purebred.
That means that up to 3 million pure-
bred animals enter shelters each year,
representing not only dogs registered by
the American Kennel Club (AKC)—the
largest registry of purebred dogs in the
United States— bur also animals from
other registries and unregisterable pure-
breds. Despite help from breed-rescue
groups, thousands upon thousands of
unwanted purebreds must still be eutha-
nized for want of a home. Nevertheless,
the misconception that owners of pure-
breds just don’t give them up and that
only mixed breeds are surrendered to
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A sad-eyed bassett hound, wearing her shelter identification
tag, gets some attention from potential adopters.

shelters shields professional breeders from
having to take responsibility for their
actions.

In 1991, King County (Washing-
ton) Animal Conrtrol kennel worker
Shelby Russel tracked purebreds in the
county shelter for four months as that
county’s spay/neuter ordinance was
being considered. Russel found that the
lowest percentage of purebreds on a
given day was 17 percent and the high-
est over 50 percent. Shelrers in sur-
rounding areas had similar statistics—
purebreds averaging 25 to 30 percent
of dogs entering the shelrers. According
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to the Progressive Animal Welfare
Society in Lynnwood, Washington,
when Russel announced the findings
during a taping of a local television
show, “a collective groan of disbelief
erupred from the (predominantly
breeder) audience.” In 1990, an esti-
mated 6,000 purebred dogs were eu-
thanized in Seattle-area shelters.
“Almost 40 percent of the dogs at
our humane sociery who need new
homes are purebreds,” said Mary Eno,
representing the Montgomery Counry
Humane Society, in her testimony in
support of breeding legislation (now
passed). “I have a stack of pedigree
papers from dogs and cats given up to

the humane society in just the last few
months. These animals come from
both private breeders and pet stores.
Some come from champion lines. One
is even a finished champion show dog.”
According to Kessler, the shelter
tracked the number of incoming pure-
breds to help get legislation passed.
“So many of the pet shops and the
fanciers were saying ‘they’re not our
animals’ and we showed that they
certainly were their animals,” she says.
Another way some shelters are edu-
cating breeders is by directly conract-
ing the breeders when their animals
turn up in their facilities. “One of the
things we were hearing with the whole

spay/neuter ordinance debate was ‘T'm
a responsible breeder; my dogs never
end up in shelters,” ” says Pat Miller,
director of operations for the Marin
Humane Society in Novaro, Califor-
nia. “Well, how many shelters ever
contact breeders to tell them thar their
dogs are in their shelters? So how
many breeders know that their ani-
mals have ended up in the shelter?”
When the Marin Humane Society
traces an incoming purebred to the
breeder, it calls the breeder to inform
him that his animal is in the shelter.
“We see it as two-fold,” explains
Miller. “Perhaps this is truly a respon-
sible breeder who wants the opportu-

Tnc issue of purebred animalsin

shelters is largely considered a pure-
bred dog problem. Admittedly, the
percentage of purebred cats in shelters
doesn’t come close to that of purebred
dogs. “It is wrong to consider all species
and animal breeding the same when
discussing animal overpopuladion,” said
the Car Fanciers’ Association (CEA) in a
recent prepared sarement. “Pedigreed
cats account for less than 2 percent of the
total car popularion.” P

Bur CEA’s contention thar “the mil-
lions of cars in shelters are nor the result
of planned pedigreed breeding pro- -
grams” doesn’t tell the whole story. .

. “While it’s absolurely true that far
fewer purebred cats are being produced
than purebred dogs, and that most

eople acquire mixed-breed cats,” says -
The HSUS’s Marc Paulhus, “ic’s also
true that a larger percentage of purebred
cars are born than this figure represents
because so many people don’t register

their pet cats. An awful lot of obviously
purebred Siamese and obviously pure-
bred Persians arrive in animal shelrers not
only without papers buralso never having
possessed papers because they weren’t
registered.” :

Purebred cars, like purebred dogs, are
sometimes inflicted with genetic defects
acquired through selective breeding. The
victims of these health and remperament
problems may end up in shelters, turned-
over by frustrated owners who weren’t
prepared for the special care required for
that breed. “Cats have only more recently
been subjected to the kind of intensive - -

inbreeding and selective breeding that has.
been going on for generations in dogs,” .

writes Dr. Michael Fox in his book Zn/u-
mane Society. “Hence they have fewer
generic problems, but these are likely to
increase as purebred cats gain in popular-
ity.” Most disturbing is that genetic -
freaks like the hairless “Sphynx” cat have
been developed, indicating an appalling

PUREBREDS: ONLY A DOG PROBLEM?

lack of ethical restraint.

“Whar's more, ‘kitten” mills—or in-
humane catteries—which propagate
these defects are easier to conceal than are

puppy mills because large numbers of

oed cats can be kepr our of sight and
don’t bark,” says The HSUS’s Sally -
Fekety. Although there are far fewer
cateries than puppy mills, cats kept in
catteries are often at greater risk for trans-

missible diseases such as FIP, FIV, and

: ringworm.

Genetic disorders aren’t the only
problems facing cas. Whimsical con-
sumer trends can prove life-threatening
to cats just as they can to dogs. Today’s

new demand for exotic hybrid cats, such

as the Bengal and the American Lynx,
may be tomorrow’s shelter nightmare.-
The rising popularity of these exotic
breeds concerns many animal-care and
~control experts who understand that
exotic animals often have unpredictable.
behavior and special care needs thar pec
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nity to fulfill the commitment he made
when that puppy was born to be sure
that she is cared for throughout her life
and in that case we’re willing to allow
him to fulfill that commitment. If not,
maybe we can help educate breeders
abour the fact that their puppies are
ending up in animal shelters.”

As controversial breeding-restriction
ordinances are debared in local com-
munites throughout the country, shel-
ters are finding that talking abour the
importance of curailing breeding just
isn’t enough. The opposition must be
shown how their action directly affects
the animals they profess to care so
much about. Tracking purebreds in

shelters is noc only important for the
shelter’s own records, bur also serves to
counter fanciers’ assertions that pure-
bred animals are not part of the
community’s pet surplus.

Evaluating Incoming Purebreds

Many groups that oppose br.eeding
restrictions accuse shelters of mis-
identifying mixed breeds as purebreds.
Although many shelters have staff
members particularly skilled in identi-
fying purebreds, such accusations make
it all the more imperative that shelters
educate their staff about breed identifi-
cation.

Although most shelter workers can

identify the more popular breeds such
as golden retrievers and Dalmatians,
identifying the less common breeds
often proves a greater challenge. For
example, whereas a Great Dane and
Chihuahua are usually easy ro iden-
tify, the purebred Belgian Tervuren
could be mistaken for a shepherd mix
(a case where the purebred is mis-
taken for a mixed breed). “Given that
most purebreds enter shelters without
pedigreed registration papers, shelters
should have somebody who is knowl-
edgeable about dog and cat breeds,”
says Sally Fekety, professional services
consultant with The HSUS.

While most shelters have a supply of
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This ringworm-encrusted Cornish rex kitten, rescued along with 222 other cats
from a Michigan cartery, also suffered from a congenital heart defect.

owners may be unable to cope with.
“We face inordinate problems with
cat overpopulation in virtually every
community in this country,” says The
HSUS’s Kate Rindy. “The number of
cats being born and ending up in shel-
ters is increasing and has been over the
last ten years. We need the help of orga-
nizations like the CFA because itisin a
prime position to influence cat lovers—
whether they own purebreds or not.
CFA can re-double its efforts to educate
cat owners and potential cat owners
about the responsibilides of owning a
cat. We welcome their assistance.”
Many purebred cat breeders argue
that a voluntary breeding moratorium
shouldn’t concern them because fewer
purebred cats than purebred dogs are
entering shelters. After all, there are
only thousands of unwanted purebred
cats versus millions of unwanted pure-
bred dogs. “We hear what they are
saying,” says Fekety, “but do they hear
us? A thousand here, a thousand there
add up to lots of cats. When we're talk-
ing needless deaths, anyis too many.” [
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A shelter employee studies breed char-
acreristics on the Montgomery County
Humane Society’s identificarion chart.

breed identification reference books and
charts, some are developing unique and
effective methods of educating their staffs
abour the different purebreds. The
Montgomery County Humane Society
plans to adorn a hallway with eight pan-
els of educarional charts. These chares,
which explain imporrant behavioral and
physical characteristics and pet-care re-
quirements, are designed to educate both
staff and porential adoprers about the
varying breeds.

The Humane Society of Huron
Valley (Ann Arbor, MI) organizes in-
teractive sessions with breed experts to
enhance the staff's understanding of
the different breeds. “It enables our
staff to berter identify purebreds,” said
Linda Reider, ediror of the society’s
Michigan Purebred Dog Rescue
Sourcebook, which lists conract names
and numbers for purebred rescue in the
state of Michigan. “The breed experts
sit down with us and go over every-
thing abour their breed, including
temperament, health characreristics,
what it looks like coming into a shelter
and whar it looks like in a show-ring. It
helps us become better adoprion coun-
selors because we know more about
thar breed. We also have a slide show
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abour all the different breeds. I think
that breed identification should be a
part of the training of everyone who
works in a shelter.”

Shelrers that keep purebred refer-
ence books, videos, posters, and other
materials on hand and that encourage
interactive identification training are
not only berter prepared to accurately
track the purebreds they get into their
shelters bur also are better equipped to
match potential adopters to the pets
most suited to their needs.

The Elusive Purebred Definition

Although many people can identify
purebreds, they discover that defining
purebred proves more difficult. What
exactly does “purebred” mean? Ask this
question to any number of people and
their diverse responses will most likely
consist of ambiguous generalities tossed
in with the word “papers.”

Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dic-
tionary defines purebred as an animal
“bred from members of a recognized
breed, strain, or kind without admix-
ture of other blood over many genera-
tions.” In The Complete Dog Book, the
AKC defines purebred as “A dog whose
sire and dam belong to the same breed,
and are themselves of unmixed descent
since recognition of the breed.” Con-
cise as these definitions appear, simple
definitions don’t translate so easily in
the complex world of purebred breed-
ing.

The AKC maintains that the “Ameri-
can public wants purebred dogs because
they know when they acquire a specific
breed, they are assured of the size, coat,
and remperament qualities an adult
member of the breed will possess.” Whart
assures them? “The problem is that own-
ing a registered purebred guarantees no
such thing,” says Kate Rindy, legislarive
associate for The HSUS.

Too many people don’t realize that

buying a purebred doesn’t guarantee a
designer look and a prescribed set of
behavioral characteristics. These very
“assured” characteristics too often
translate into physical and behavioral
defects an uninformed owner soon
finds himself unprepared to handle.
The fact that “purebred” classification
isn’t some kind of special product war-
ranty is often overlooked by a public
reared with rerailer promises of product
consistency and dependabiliry.
Owning a “papered” purebred actu-
ally guarantees lictle. In fact, in 1991
California found it necessary to pass
legislation warning purebred dog buy-
ers that “breed or pedigree registration
does not guarantee the quality or
health of the dog, and it does nort guar-
antee quality lineage...it does not guar-
antee the accuracy of the lineage re-
corded nor thar the dog is purebred.”
To protect purebred pet purchasers
from the false notion that registration
serves as a “product” guarantee, this
legislation requires purebred per rerail-
ers to post the above warning and in-

clude it in the bill of sale.

Purebreds and Public Demand

Although shelter workers may be
breed-blind in their care and protec-
tion of all animals, the public is not.
Despite the overall superior health and
temperament of the mixed-breed and
the risky genetic problems plaguing so
many purebreds, much of the
pet-owning public still favors the pure-
bred. “It’s not wrong that people want
certain characreristics in an animal,”
says Rindy. What is disturbing is that
many are deluded into believing a
dog’s intrinsic value is synonymous
with her pedigree.

A fifth of the country’s family dogs
are registered as purebreds. And ac-
cording to a recent HSUS survey, over
54% of people who own one dog say
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- these unwanted companion animals
- new homes. But few imagined that
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#¢ The Lambs Pet Shop (Libe.rryvrll

. I) sells approximately 400 mixed-
| breed puppies and 300 mixed-breed
klt[cns each y&r, many of whom are

u:pose-bred, ‘Healthy mixed breed
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: Humanc orgarﬁzaddns havc long ',';.':
--touted the mixed breed, hoping to find .

 breeders would actually breed mixes to
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- of Animal Kingdom (Chicago, I1)." *

" ested in giving 2 mixed breed 2 home
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that. :

Lab shcphcrd o poodle mrxes, O
contends the pet shop’s manat,er, :
Marcia Lemme, in the amde Fhagio
“A healthy mixed breed puppy sells
for berween $100 and $250 and kit
tens, which are in huge demand, go for -

And where should someone inter-

“They’re our competitors: and don’t *

their dog is purebred. Whart's more,
people sl pay several hundred dollars
for favored breeds, thereby keeping
breeding profitable for thousands of
breeders and the entire pet industry.
In 1992, the AKC registered a record
1.5 million new dogs, and the Car Fanci-
ers Association (CFA) registered 73,839
new cas. These figures don’t include the
countless unregisterable purebreds and
purebred mixes produced by backyard
breeders or the registerable purebreds
whose owners never send in their regis-
tration paperwork. “Many people have

never bothered to send in their registra-
tion forms,” reports the AKC. “The
AKC for many years registered abour half
of the dogs acrually eligible for registration.”
“It is reasonable to expect that other

breed registries, such as the United Ken-
nel Club (UKC) and CFA have similar

non-registration Statistics,” says Fekery.

The Downside of Public Demand
Despite the public’s obsession with
purebreds, a $700 price tag and
cure-as-a-burron face isn’t enouc’h to
keep one out of the shelter. Pure-
breds—no matter whar cheir cost or
appearance—are surrendered to shel-

m
AKC registration figures show that the
Dabnatian’s popularity is at an all-
time high. Three Dalmatians waiting
in a local shelzer prove that popularity
doesn’t necessarily translate into
permanent homes.

ters or lost on the streets just as are
mixed breeds.

“The reasons people cite when giv-
ing up a purebred animal are no differ-
ent from those for giving up a mixed
breed,” said one shelter worker recall-
ing familiar reasons purebreds were
surrendered to her shelter: “The
usual. .. ‘can’t afford to keep him,
moving, don’t have time, jumps on my
wife, we’ve lost interest, too old, we
want a puppy, bad behavior, family
break-up, she is pregnant again, fleas,
smells, we got new furniture, sheds too
much, got too big, oo dumb...””

Purebred animals face addmonal
threats perpetuated by their value and
popularity. In an effort o satisfy a
hobby, or make more money, or win
more show medals, breeders somerimes
engage in dangerous breeding practices
thar threaten the healch and welfare of
all purebreds. The popular image of
the golden retriever happily romping
behind the white picket fence belies the
real, tragic truch about the lives of
many of today’s purebreds.

Puppies for Profit

The pet store industry is one ex-
ample of how this love for purebreds
often results in their demise. Although
just one of many sources for lmpulse
acqursmons pet stores illustrate the
tragic consequences of turning com-
panion animals into commodities.
Thanks in part to the emergence of
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Although the purebred cat’s role in pet
overpopulation doesn’t march the
purebred dog’s, breeders of cats like
these Oriental shorthairs nonetheless
contribute to pet overpopulation.

mall pet store chains, shoppers can buy
a disposable camera in one store and a
new puppy from the shop next door.

The fact that many of these puppies
were acquired from puppy mills and
thus are more susceptible to physical
and behavioral disorders is just one of
many problems facing pet shop pure-
breds and their new owners. Whereas
the shelter carefully screens potential
adopters to help ensure their animals
find good homes and don’t end up
back in a shelter, most pet stores and
too many sloppy breeders concern
themselves only with the customer’s
ability to pay for the animal and get it
out the door. These stores and irre-
sponsible breeders don’t educate buyers
about breed-specific care and training
nor do they recommend spaying and
neurtering. Many even lure customers
into making the purchase by explaining
how they can recoup the expense by
breeding the animals.

Genetic Defects

Sadly, pet overpopulation isn’t the
only tragedy brought on by irrespon-
sible breeding. Purebred dog and car

breeds are susceptible to more than
200 physical or psychological defects
created by inbreeding, overbreeding,
and careless breeding. Epilepric
poodles, deaf Dalmatians, respiratory-
impaired Persian cats, and blind
Shar-peis are only a few of the pure-
breds with disorders that their unpre-
pared owners must contend with.

“Physical and temperamental infir-
mities make dogs inconvenient to their
owners,” writes author Larry Shook in

The Puppy Report, which examines the
tragedy behind selective breeding.
“And in every city in America there are
dog jails where the occupants have
been incarcerated for that very crime—
the crime of inconvenience.”

Breed standards may create or exag-
gerare, not minimize, genetic problems
in many breeds, including the cocker
spaniel. “The AKC claims that its stan-
dards describe ‘the ideal dog of each
recognized breed,’ ” explain Joan
Dunayer and Eric Dunayer, VMD
(“Purebred Dogs: Looks Thar Kill,”
Fund For Animals) “In reality, breed
standards rob dogs of natural well be-
ing. The cocker spaniel’s long, floppy
ears also contrast with the natural dog.
Tighdly covered, the ear canals hold
moisture and warmth, in which bacte-
ria flourish.”

Cockers also suffer from tempera-
ment problems. “Their formerly sweet
nature has been overtaken by a notori-
ously unpleasant temperament,” writes
Shook. “ ‘Cockers are considered the
number one biter in the nation,’ says
Washington State Universicy’s Terry
Ryan [a canine behavior expert].”

Prospective pet owners looking to
research particular breeds will discover
thar the glossy purebred reference
guides that adorn bookstore shelves
and pet store racks discuss in great
derail the many positive attribuces of
the breed. Whar they tend to leave out

are the breed-specific problems of most
concern to a new owner—physical
disorders such as hip dysplasia, kidney
disease, and eye abnormaliries that
require costly veterinary attenton;
temperamental conditions that may
only be partially alleviated through
behavior modification; and the
time-consuming grooming require-
ments, specific training methods, and
housing needs particular to the breed.
The uninformed purebred purchaser
who is later confronted with a host of
health and temperament problems is
that much more likely to drop off his
two-year old purebred art the local
shelter.

Impropetly bred purebreds aren't
limited to pet stores and puppy mills.
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IN PRAISE OF THE NATURAL DOG

By Michaclw.. Fox, D. Sc,, Ph.D., B. Vet. Med., MRCVS., HSUS vice presi-
dent, Farm A\mea.\s and Bioethics. Adapted and condensed from “In Praise of the
Natural Dog,” which appeared. in the Fall 1993 edition of HSUS News.

Long before anyone ever conceived
of purebred dogs, “narural” dogs
lived in close association with humans.
Today, natural dogs stll live through-
out the world, looking surprisingly
similar to their distant cousins in other
lands. Researchers have concluded that
the narural dog represents—in both
appearance and behavior—canine
characreristics as they exist free from
genetic manipulation by humans.
The French call mixed-breed dogs
bastards, suggesting inferjority and
illegitimacy; Americans call them
mongrels or murts. With increased
understanding, people would show
natural dogs the respect and compas-
sion they deserve, and would speak of
them with admiration rather than
contempt.

While the origin of natural dogs
remains a mystery, their worldwide
presence and shared characteristics
make them a class of their own, dis-
tinct from the specific breeds that have
arisen from selective breeding. Unlike
breeds such as the toy poodle, basset
hound, and Great Dane, the narural
dog is a product of natural selection
rather than human manipulation.

Village dogs in the Andes, East

Africa, Southeast Asia, and elsewhere

show the narural dog’s typical form: body
weight of 40 to 70 pounds; shorr,
smooth coat varying in color from gray-
ish brown, tan, or red to piebald,
brindled, or entirely white; long, strong,
and graceful limbs; deep chest and nar-
row waist; almond-shaped eyes ranging
from gold to deep copper; ears either
erect and pointed or slightly folded
(never heavily pendulous like a cocker
spaniel’s); and long tail, curved slighdy
upward.

Generations of rigorous natural selec-
tion, ensuring survival of the fittest, un-
derlie the natural dog’s adaptiveness. The
narural dog’s haunches are well muscled,
for speed. The front paws are extremely
flexible, giving a cadlike dexteriry. The
front dew claws can be used, like thumbs,
to hold and manipulate objects. An ex-
tremely intelligent, alert, and agile ani-
mal, with superbly developed senses, the
natural dog combines the best qualities
seen in various dog breeds. Possessing
what genericists call hybrid vigor, the
natural dog is generally healthier chan
purebreds, who represent a far less varied

gene pool.

Narural dog look-alikes can be found
from Derroit to Delhi, Rio to Rome.
Those looking for good canine compan-

ions should visit their local animal shel-

Dr. Michael Fox

Dr. Michael Fox’s own dog, Tanza
(shown here during a training session),
was brought to the United States from
Tanzania and exhibits the superior
physical and temperament qualities of
the natural dog.

ters. Narural dogs, and those who re-
semble them, have excellent tempera-
ments, provided they have been social-
ized and not abused. I can virtually
guarantee that, at any shelter at any
time, you will find ar least one such dog
waiting to be adopted into a loving
home. With a little experience or ad-
vice, you can easily pick out an adult or
puppy with the exemplary trais of the

mixed-breed natural dog. i)

Many hobbyists breed dogs and cats
possessing known genetic defects, pass-
ing more defects on to each ensuing
generation. | suspect the deterioration
in quality of pet owners’ dogs may be a
consequence of the increased number

of dog shows,” reports Adopr-A-Collie
Association member Barbara Dutton
Brill in the March 1991 issue of Dog
World. “Some owner/exhibitors breed
every dog in the backyard, regardless of
qualiry, selecting their best to take o

the shows and selling the others as pets
to finance their costs.” And show
breeders reject spaving and neutering
when alteration is cause for show dis-
qualification.

Most purebred buyers are interested
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in getting @ companion, not a medal
winner. Yet show and commercial
breeders continue to engage in
“show-quality” breeding to produce
dogs and cats with artificially contrived
fearures known to win in the ring.
Although these purebreds may look
good for the hour they are on display,
many possess exaggerated physical and
behavioral characteristics—such as
unnaturally long, easily matted hair—
thar the average purebred per owner
finds too difficult to deal with. Unfor-
tunately, show-ring medals don’t mean
much in shelter cages.

The Tragedy of Trends

The tragic fate of “past-their-prime”
grevhounds and the plight of pit bulls
and rotcweilers have reached epidemic
proportions; their stories splash across
the nation’s newspapers. Bur they are
not the only purebreds who suffer from
their own popularity. Other purebreds,
overbred to meer a rising bur short-
lived demand, also face greater risks of
abandonment and genetic health and
temperament problems induced by
frantic mass-production.

Although companies can safely re-
produce a rendy gadget by the million,
breeders who meet public demand by
churning out litcer after litter of pure-
breds endanger the health of the dam,
threaten the physical integrity of the
breed, and wurn life into a whimsical
commodiry. These purebreds increas-
ingly suffer from severe congenital
defects inherent in mass-produced,
carelessly bred animals.

The AKC reports the following ten
breeds of dogs as the most popular:
cocker spaniel, Labrador retriever,
poodle, golden retriever, German shep-
herd, Chow Chow, rotcweiler, beagle,
dachshund, and Shedand sheepdog.
The top ten breeds are also among the
most plentiful in shelters.

Bonnie Smith

M

Cocker spaniels suffer from a host of physical and behavioral disorders. Sadly,

shelters are seeing an increasing number of these purebreds enter their facilities.

The fate of the Chow Chow illus-
trates the dark side of popularity. In
the 1980s, the Chow enjoyed unprec-
edented popularity and was among the
pet store industry’s top sellers. As pup-
pies, they resembled plush litle reddy
bears. People couldn’t wait to ger a
Chow puppy. Now these same people
can’t wait to dispose of their adule
Chows in shelters. What happened?
“Most people just didn’c realize chat
the walking teddy bears would grow up
to be large, powerful, heavy-coated
dogs with a unique personality and
special training needs,” said Vicki
Rodenberg, chair of the national Chow
Chow Club’s Welfare Commirree.
“They didn’t find out until much oo
late that they weren't suited for this
unusual breed. When the honeymoon
was over and the wind-up toys turned
into dogs, people got rid of them.”

As the 80s progressed, Chows
seemed more popular in shelcers than
they were to the public. Writes AKC's
John Mandeville (AKC Gazerte, April,

1993). “This [1992] was the fourth
year in a row Chows declined, cerrain
evidence the fad boom in Chows has
been broken.”

Dalmatians are just one more ex-
ample of the underlying tragedy of
public demand. Over the last two
years, largely due to the re-release of
Disney’s 10! Dalmatians, the spotted
canines have experienced rising popu-
larity. “In 1992, the Dalmatian ce-
mented its claim to the title of
America’s fad breed,” writes
Mandeville. According to AKC's 1992
registration startistics, Dalmatian regis-
trations increased by 28.8 percent last
year. “Dalmacian litcer registrations, in
percentage terms, were the fastest in-
creasing of any of the top-ranked
breeds in 1992.”

Overbreeding to meer a rising de-
mand mulriplies inherent genetic prob-
lems, to which the Dalmatian—predis-
posed to deafness, blindness, and an
aggressive temperament—is not im-
mune. “As more and more dogs are
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bred merely to satisfy the marker, their
genetic stabiliry is quickly eroded,”
writes syndicated columnist and animal
behaviorist Gary Wilkes. Whar will
happen when the latest “fad” ends?

Breeders Face the Limelight
As ordinances to reduce breeding are
debated across the country, citizens
and their representatives find they can
no longer dismiss the pet overpopula-
don dilemma as an “animal-control
problem.” They are digging below this
shallow interpretation and scrurinizing
the role breeders play in perpetuating
the crisis. Breeders, finding themselves
the center of unwelcome artention,
struggle to defend their breeding prac-
tices by blaming each other and deny-
ing their own contribution to the prob-
lem. This “it’s not me, it’s the other
guy” mentality underlies a broader
artempt to persuade the public thar
professional breeders and excess pure-
breds are not part of the crisis.

“The problems are not coming from
responsible breeders,” said Wayne
Cavanaugh, vice president for commu-
nicartions for the AKC. “What we have
in America is not too many dogs, there
are just not enough responsible own-
ers.”

Animal-protection advocates know
that atributing pet overpopulation to 2
lack of responsible owners is like attrib-
uting the federal deficit to a lack of
responsible taxpayers. Nevertheless,
reputable breeders zre justified in their
artempt to shed the catch-all “breeder”
label that claims puppy mills, backyard
breeders, and for-profit breeders. Al-
though no one who brings a new
puppy or kitten—purebred or mixed
breed—into the world can claim
immunicy from the crisis, certain dis-
tincrions among breeders can and
should be made.

It should be noted, however, that

while professional breeders strive to
distinguish themselves from puppy
mills and backyard breeders, the
AKC and the UKC rarely make
such distinctions. These clubs reg-
ister dogs from all types of breeders,
from conscientious fanciers to dilapi-
dated puppy mills.

Large-scale commercial breeding
facilities produce purebreds as a profit-
able business, selling puppies or kittens
through breed magazines, pet stores,
and other avenues. Generally speaking,
commercial breeders neither care
whom their animals go to nor follow
up to ensure the animals’ welfare. “Al-
though some regulated commercial
breeders maintain clean and orderly
facilities, these may simply be clean
puppy mills,” says HSUS Investigator
Mike Winikoff, “Cleanliness, while
important, does not eliminate the in-
herent inhumaneness of these establish-
ments.”

Puppy mills have received much
notoriety over the years. These com-
mercial breeders produce puppies in
great quantiry as often as they can in
order to turn a profit on these “com-
modities.” Puppies are typically kept in
inadequare physical facilities, provided
with minimal, substandard sanitation
and nutrition, and so left susceprible to
a wide range of physical and behavioral
disorders and genetic problems. Pure-
breds confiscated from illegal puppy
mills may burden a shelter with hun-
dreds of sick and unadoptable animals.

Calculated separately, each so-called

“backyard” breeder churns out far
fewer animals than puppy mills. But
when considered as a whole, backyard
breeders are the single greatest threat to
the welfare of the nation’s companion
animals. Backyard breeders—ordinary
people who intentionally breed their
pets or unintentionally allow them to
have litters—continuously produce a

AKC DEVELOPS PURE-
BRED PUPPY REFERRAL
SERVICE

For potential adopters, the prob-

lem isn’t findingan animal to
adopt, it’s choosing from the many
unwanted animals—both purebred
and mixed breeds—who need
homes. So the idea that a person
would need to call a hotline to find
a companion animal may strike
some as a preposterous notion. But
the AKC recently established such a
hotline.

The AKC has a new purebred
dog hotline thar directs callers to
breeders in their areas. This is how
it works: The caller calls the 900
number (99 cents a minute) and
tells the AKC customer service op-
erator what kind of dog he wants
and where he lives. The customer
service operator provides the caller
with the name and phone number
of a breeder referral representative
who works with dog clubs and
breeders near the caller. The
breeder referral representative then
gives the caller a list of breeders in
his community. The hotline does
not guarantee a quality dog; it
merely serves as a convenient refer-
ence service.

Shelters and rescue organizations
are working around the clock to
find homes for the already un-
wanted purebreds in their care. As
any shelter employee knows, AKC
referral hotline callers can find a
new companion animal waiting for
them at their local shelters—and
there are more than just a few to
choose from. U
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ﬂqw of unwanrted purebreds and
Txxcd-breed companion animals. Un-
tortunately, by their very definition,
these breeders are the most difficult to
pinpoint.

“Somebody goes and buys a pure-
bred, they take her home, and consider
breeding her, t00,” explains one shelter
volunrteer. “And before they ever get
around to finding a march for their
birch, the dog gets our and gets preg-
nant. They gert a litter of purebred
mixes which of course they dump ac
the shelter.”

“Many of the mixes surrendered to
shelters are ‘one generation away’ from
a purebred,” says Rindy. These second
generation purebred mixes often ap-
pear to be purebreds, possessing the
same physical appearance and tempera-
ment of the dominant parent. How

does one classify the offspring of a

urebred golden retriever and a pure-

bred yellow Lab? “Because so many
purebreds are not registered and be-
cause tracing lineage often proves fu-
tile, accurate classification of these
second generation purebred look-alikes
is difficult,” says Fekery.

“In my experience, half of the litter
[from a backyard breeder] will be sold
through newspapers, a fourth of the
litter will be given to friends, and a
fourth will end up in a shelter,” writes
Dr. Dennis E. Cloud in the Journal of
the American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation JAVMA) (March 15, 1993). As
shelter workers can attest, many of
these purebreds and “second genera-
tion” purebred mixes sold through
newspapers or given to friends eventu-
ally end up in local shelters, too.

Unlike commercial and backyard
breeders, most professional breeders
rank the health and welfare of their
animals above any potential profit.
However, many of these breed fanciers
engage in “show qualiy” breeding

practices thar invariably produce off-
spring who fail to meer rigid breed
standards for successful showing. They
selectively breed their animals until
they produce a purebred with the right
show-ring “look,” selling the rest of the
litcers through breed publicartions,
newspapers, or word of mouth. Al-
though these purebreds may have origi-
nated from reputable breeders, such
distinctions cease to matter once these
purebreds enter shelters.

“The HSUS has always known of
and respected the goals of those truly
conscientious breeders, who not only
care abour their own animals, bur also
about the offspring they sell, their cho-
sen breed, and animal welfare in gen-
eral,” says HSUS President Paul G.
Irwin. “The reality, though, is that
there are also many more breeders out
there who don’t show the same con-
cern for the welfare of their animals.
We're asking the most caring breeders
and fanciers to move beyond their own
quiet example and support meaningful
efforts to end the deadly pert surplus.”

Acknowledging Responsibility
Although many breeders staunchly
oppose a temporary breeding morato-
rium, many conscientious breeders and
fanciers are voicing their support for
stricter breeding legislation. They
know that breeders cannot guarantee
that their purebreds will not join the
masses of unwanted companion ani-
mals and that each ensuing generation
of purebreds moves further and further
from the original breeder’s control.
These concerned breeders have
joined forces with animal-protection
advocates to educate the public about
pet-care issues and the importance of
spaying and neutering in reducing pet
overpopulation. Some breeders work
with their local shelters to educate
shelter workers on vital breed-specific

identification and care issues. Still oth-
ers have joined forces to help purebred
dogs surrendered either directly into
their care or into local shelters. Bur
while the education and animal-care
services provided by many breeders and
fanciers can help humane societies in
their efforts, it is only by restricting a//
breeding—including so-called profes-

2
sional breeding—thar these efforts will

be fully realized.

“Although The HSUS commends
the efforts of conscientious breeders, at
this rime we believe there can be no
exception,” says Rindy. “At a time
when there are already so many healthy
animals—both purebredsand mixed breed
—at shelters waiting for a good home,
it is imperative that people control the
breeding of their animals. This is why
we have called for a voluntary one-year
moratorium.”

October’s issue will discuss how
breed-rescue efforts work, analyze the
costs and benefits of shelter/breed-rescue
alliances, and examine the diverse opin-
tons humane organizations hold about
breed-rescue tactics and philosopbhies.

d

Lois McAloon, McHenry County Animal Control

Shelter personnel are breed-blind in the
ways they care for animals, but one
shelter couldn’t help but show its
preference for the all-American mixed

breed.




