Special to the Valley From: James Mc'lamara
News and Green oheet Public Relations
Yearend Review Tor the Reprasentative
Los Angeles City Departrent Telephone:: 485-5771
of Animal Requlation

flong the flood of . telephone calls for held received hy the llest

Walley Animal Shelter the day followint the February, 1971, rthauake, was
Lep from a uranada Hills chicken rancher. He had a flock of 57,970 chickens
that needed water imoediately
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The earthquake that took a tragic an¢ costly tell in 1ife and

property involved tne Los Angelas City Departuent of Animal 2equlation in

a peripheral sphere of animal care and control. The Fast and Jest ¥alley
Aiiimal Shelters {(located respectively at 13131 Sherman Yav, fierth Molly-
wood and 20655 Plummer Street, Chatsworth) became navens of reiuge ror all
types of aniwals victimized by the guake. /nimals uore also transferrsd
from the !icrobiological Research Laboratory a2t Mlive View ledical Center

in Sylmar to the Cast VYalley Shelter for safekeeping. Even pets of families

displaced hy the quake wuere wrovided food, care and lodging at no cost

~during the emergency.
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durinc the days immediateiv following the quake, Animal Control
Officers made daily trips to evacuated homes in the imperilad Ven Horman
Dain area wiere pets had been left by families ordered to leave. The animals
were fed and watered.

Faroughout the hard-hit Valley reqion, nroken fences and ampty
homes led to an explesive increase in stray dogs. The task of canine control
became an inteqral activity in %he aftermatn of the earthquaka cleanun.

The year 1971 marked the first tull year of asperation for the
naw sest Yalley Animal Shelter. With its opening in Auqust, 1970, the shel-

ter becasie responsible for animal care and control in Valley cormunities

West of the San ftieuo Froevav, Communities east of the freeway are ser-
viced by the East Valley Animal Shelter. Prior to 1977 the entire Jallay
Was serviced by the East Valley Shelter under the sunervision of frnest
Jensen,

In the fiscal year, 1970-71, the YWest Yalley Shelter rocossed
24,292 animals, the fast Yalley Shelter, 45,624. Tnese totals reprosent
rore than half of the 133,049 animals handled by all six city shelters.:

There are 152,000 licensed dogs in the Yalley, reprasenting 50 nercent of
the city's licensed pets.

Amisial care and control is the primary mission of the Jenartmant of
Anizal Regulation, says Robert I. wsh, department general managar. “The
cooperation of pet owners and concerncd citizens,” he adds, "expeditess the
fulfillment of this responsibility.” fush estimates that well over 100,000
animals are taken dirsctly t¢ animal shelters by their owners. *lot only
has this responsibility reduced the costs Tor animal control, but has estab-

lished a dearze of cooperation not achicvad Ly any other city or county
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in the world according to the World Pealth Urganization of the United ifa-
tiens.

Rush says the cepartment will be self-supporting commencing with
the 1672-73 fiscal vear. The projectad operating budget of Lhe department
is estimated at 52,500,700, Estimated revenue for the comina fiscal year

will approximate $2,507,200. The estimate includes revenues from adjusted

animal tax and fee schedules enacted in the current fiscal year 1971-72.

"Pet owners soon vill be naving the total cost of the department’s
operation." says Rush. “Those persons, receiving services, will he naying
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in.an ordinary work day, personnel at Yallcy shelters impound

Stray ‘animals, pick un unwanted animals, quarantine viting animals, sell
Or auction unclaimed healthy animals, issue dog licenses and cat identifi-
cation tags, investigate reported cases of cruelty to animals, issue cita-
tions to violators of animal-oriented municipal codes, and prosecute these
violators in courk.

Most of tnése services fall in the category cof routine. But rou-
tine isn't always the order of the day. Animals open the doors to the un-
predictable.

On a warm night in June, last year, a wandering mountain iion
was captured by two Animal Control Uificers anc irnounded at the fast Yal-
fey Animal Shelter. In the wake of modest publicity surrounding the cap-
ture, thirty persons claimed the lion as their lost pet. Among inquiries
received about the lion wers two fraom San Francisco; one from an aniial

compound, ancther from a bank. The compound had lost a hig cat, and the
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bank had missec a lion usa¢ in premotional activities.

atter all claims had been carefully assessed, the Department estab-
lished that the Tion bLelenged te a Long Beach couple who had named it
"Stinky Phyllis". Cwnership was partielly esteblished through an identi-
Tying scar on the cat's right hind foot. Further, when the yeung lady
claiming ownership, caluly entered the cace to cuff tha cat on the nose
for its truancy, shelter personnel were certain the claim was valid.

On a different plateau, Animal Control Officer David Leon of the

fast Yalley animal Shelter, is also acquainted wit

Leon

_,
&
€

5
5
)
X
=
0
=

)
o

was called to a Valley residence by firemen to control a menacing dog in the

house. & wopian, at the residence, fedaring sne nad taden an overaose o

drugs. inad summoned the firesmen for assistance. Leon entered the house and

secured the dog. " As he was leaving the residence, he saw the prostrate

forh of the woman on the kKitcnen floor. Althouah she wared lifaless,

Eeon administered moukir Lo mouth resuscitation. The revived woman was rushed
to the hospital. Leon was cited by the Fire lUepartient and the Jepartment

of snimal Heculation for saving the woman's 1if
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In the field of public health, Valley pet owners
an awarsness of community responsibility titrougn lively participation at
nublic Tow-cost anti-ravies clinics.

A total of 13,226 dogs received their vaccinations at nineteen
valley clinics. Public clinics are scieduled again this year in February,
May, August and Hovember. Dates and clinic sites will be announced in the
Egllgg_ﬁgyﬁ_ﬁggkﬁrggg_@ﬂg;g, State law reguires all dogs, four months and
aolder, to Le inoculated against ravies every tuo years. The clinic vac-

cination fee is twe dollars.
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in 1962, and had bec
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n a warm September afternoon in 1969, tayor Sam Yorty helped load
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Valley /Aniwal Snelter.

the city, are transported to the dest Valley Shelter. Under the suparvision

of Shelter Supervisar lason, the animals are crated and loaded aboard the
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plentiful and vegetation provides suitable protecticn and natural nourish-
ent.

Chauffeuring .jason and nis animals on their weekly flights to the
wilderness is veteran helicopter pilot Ray Schutte of the Rureau of Trans-
portation, Department of Public lorks.

From the opening day of the cramatic project, involving wildlife
conservation in action, to the close of 1971, 2z tetal of 1,13% wild aninals
were relocatad in a safe and natural habitat. The nermal flying cargo may
include raccoons, opossuns, foxes, non-poisoncus reptiles, tortoises and

birds of endangered species of predatory habits. Tne airlift has attracted
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opearing ov the total operation of the Animal Requlation Depart-
aient, Rush savs "in reviewing t

the past, we plan for the future. We evaluate
and welgn them for what they are, valid or invalid. ile senarate

the emotional criticues and unrealistic assessments from the truth, and

proceea on a course of posit action.

IT the truth calls for remedial

measures , nent of fnimal Rzgulation
recentiv modernization program for City Co

cuncil an-

Urovai.

1. lmprovemen the veterinary nrogran tha denartment which
would include provision for:
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Installation of automated methods for
Jitn provisions for incorporating the

yrali.

Installation of automated

doy and equine Ticensing,

cat identification pro-

information systers to facilitate
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identification of Bpounded animals and t

animals to their ovners,

3. Secure annreval to authorize a General Ohligation Pond Fund

proposal to finance a cempranens iy

w

nodernization and replace-

went program to establish effective animal service centers

{

and a centralizad animal hospital. The hond fund requiringe
approval by the liayor and City Council would be suhwitted
to the electorate in June, 1272.
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