CITY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT CW ﬁNIMLL REGULATION

11} EAST F¥IRST STREET FOR IMMEDTIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jim McNamara « Susan Bryant Se PT e Gl / FGICY
opavtmeut of Animal Regulation
Telephone: 485-5771

A unique wildlife conservation progrem, conducted by the
Los Angelzse City Department of Animal Regulation, bepen its second
year of operation in September, 1970.
The program, named Animal Airlift, is owriented towards the
e A J: ; A hirmanec s T At Anool oo
conservation .dlife humanely lLos Angales,
Each week 214 gmall bivds, non-

poisonous snakes), found in the Ci

to Angeles Natfonal Foye

.08 Angeles. Thersz,
they are relocated in a natural habitat, replete with water, food and

shelter,
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and nen-poleoncua rept
flights.

The Animal Airlift has atrracted national attentilon, and
generated interest abread, 2ccording to Robert 1. ®ush, General Manager
of the Les Anglees City Department of Anlmal Repuiation

The Los Angeles comservation project, curvently under the

lter District Supexwvisor,

supervision of Ceorge W,




¥

was launched in 1960, but a major change occurred In Septembezr, 1969,
when helicopters were pressed into servicz., Through the use of air
transportation, it became possible to re-locate animals 1n more favovable
areags which are inaccessible to ground vehicles.

The ground release areas are carefully selected by Leon Fisher,
Game Manager of the Angeles National Forest, with stress laid on the

avallability of water, food and shelter.
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dnce each week, wildlife specimens are collected by Mason and

Ray Schutte, Helicopter Pilot for the City's Burxeau of Transportation

v

{Board of Public Works) from the six Los Angeles City Animal Shelters.

The Sheliers are located at 215 West Ann Styeet; 11950 Missourld

and makes landinge at heliports near the Shelters.
The helicopter is capable of carrying the animals with no

modification to the aireraft, accovding to Joe Purko, Director of the
Bureau of Transportatilon.

The flving caxrgo on any trip may include opossums, racoons,
fores, hawke, owls, non-poisonous snakes, or any small creature indig-
enous to California forested aveas. Other forms of wildlife such as

deer, which camnct be transported by helicopter, are re=located in

accessible wooded aress by Animal Collection Ve%iclesu

Rush noted there are two basic courses of actlon open in solving
the cowplemities created by wild animalé in areas of human habitation.
One, he sald, is wholesale destructlon of wild animal life; the other

entalls re-location and conservation of the snimals.
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"Our Depe

Rush declared. “Wild animals
For eone thin they play e
{ncumbenii on all of

ours to decide.’
Only animals nail

whlds, Other anim

Land, air

yartment bhelieves in

and wzater, Rush emphasised, are the ke

the rvation apprcach,
were placed on earth for a purpose.
balance of
fate 1s

of animals whose

ed back to the

ve to Califernla are releas
given panctuay zoos or eimilar facilities.
elements

es! booming populaticn daily encroaching

of animal habitat., With I
on wildlife domains and eliminating these alements of survival,
the responsibility of wan, according fo Rush, to re-locate animals.

Mayoxr Sam Yorty program is the firxst of its
kind in the country, and added, "what can he done here can ke accomplished
elzsewhere.”

orty urged other cities and counties in the country to re-
aluate their wildlife blems,
some form of wild animal 1life
. attention

“yirtually e:
to consider,” he said. *“It's a problem that requires
and remedial action.”

Yorty pointed cut that with the use of the he licopter, which
saves tiwe and money fiun re-location of animals, Les Angeles has established
an animzl conservation progrem that other communities might well emulate.

He said, "Succeszc of any conzervatl program hinges on indi-
widual commupity j“LﬁJﬁ" lve, Accordingly, it behcoves all iscal govern-—
mental agencies to ewpadite all consexvation efforts, not oniy in terms

in areas embracing all forms of zesouxces. Th
oy

' af wildiilfe, but
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comnunity efforts should be implemented in concert with State and Federal
Congervation Agencles,
'vCO"iV“""‘" 1 2 1 Scded e G e ey § r Pk DR s A 2 Py Aoy |
nverseily,  ne acded, “the State and Federal Apencies should

encourage and support local government in this acti

[
<
']
fete
o

oclety of Los Angeles,

2!

19

s

0
o
ot
(]
S
LA
i
=g
(4]



