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By Gustav Niebuhr
The New York Times

In evidence of a striking
change in Americans’ attitudes
about religion and politics, a
majority of the public now
believes that churches should be
allowed to express political
opinions, a reversal from what a
majority believed a generation
ago, according to a new
nationwide survey of religious
identity and political opinion.
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Rising approval seen for churches’ new role

Support  for churches’
expressing  political opinions
runs highest among white
evangelical, or born-again,
Protestants, a group that has
grown cnough over the past
decade that it accounts for a
quarter of the American clec-
torate, roughly on a par with
white Roman Catholics and
members of mainline

Protestant churches, like Epis-
copalians and Presbyterians.
The survey also shows that
with the growth in their num-
bers, white evangelicals have
emerged as a cohesive force
shaping American  political
debate and holding more con-
servative views than other
groups on issucs including gay
marriage, immigration policy

and gun control, as well as
abortion. They are the group
least cnthusiastic about Presi-
dent Clinton, but they are
divided about the Republicans’
record in Congress, making it
difficult to predict how they will
behave at the ballot box this fall.

But, thesurveyalso found that
although Americans say they
regularly hear clergy members

Dogs maul anoga Park man

2 pit bulls
quarantined
after attack

By Steve Getzug
Daily News Staff Writer

CANOGA PARK — Gene

Chen knowsnow what it means
to have good neighbors after
they helped chase off a pair of
pit bulls that had attacked
Chen, leaving behind 67 bite
marks and cuts from head to
toe.
“I thought I would die,” the
45-year-old printer said [rom
his hospital bed. “Every time I
tried to stand, I was pulled
down.” *

Neighbor Raymond Reveles
recalls feeling helpless as the
two dogs mauled Chen, whose
cries broke the summer night’s
calm and emptied the houses
on Lull Street.

And Reveles had an oak ax
handle in his fist.

“It was one of the worst
things I'd ever seen in my life,”
Reveles said. “It seemed like I
was standing there for an cter-
nity. You can only do so much.
Youtakeaswingat the dogand
you could hit the guy.”

For two to three horrifying
minutes Sunday evening,
Reveles and about a dozen
others drawn into the cul-
de-sac by Chen’s pleas for help
yelled, screamed and wielded
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See ATTACK / Page 18

Animal control Officers Wendell Bowers, left, and Frederick Galdi cage one of the pit bulls.

Gene Blavins/Special o the Daily News

Rumble
erupts over

speak out on a wide variety of
political and social issues —
especially  hunger, poverty,
abortion and school prayer —
only about one of every 15
churchgoers reported being told
how to vote. About twice that
many, or one in seven, reported
finding candidates’ campaign
literature in church before the
1994 midterm elections.

The survey will be made
public today by the Pew

Anti-drug
approach
upheld

Justices say seizure
of property is legal

By Linda Greenhouse
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — In a
major victory for federal prose-
cutors, the Supreme Court ruled
Monday that the government
can both prosegute someone for
a crime and sgize his property
through civil forfeiture withcéut
violating the constitutional bar
against double jeopardy.

The double-barreled prose-
cution and forfeiture strategy, a
comerstonc of thegovernment’s
approach to narcotics crimes,
had been meeting increasing
resistance in the lower courts.
Two federal appeals courts, in |
rulings the court overturned ina
single decision Monday, had
found the approach a violation
of the Fifth Amendment, which
the court has interpreted as
prohibiting multiple punish- |
ments for the same offense.

But ordinary civil forfeiture is
not a punishment, Chief Justice
William Rehnquist said in his
majority opinion Monday. He
said the federal forfeiture stat-
utesthe government uses in drug
cases, “while perhaps having
certain punitive aspects, serve
important nonpunitive goals,” |
like encouraging property own:
ers to make sure their property i
not used for illegal purposes.

See COURT / Page 18
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By Rick Orlov
Daily News Staff Writer
A city agency called Monday
for removing St. Vibiana's
Cathedral from the list of his-
ul o s and issui

quake fund ! The CRA, acting at the
request of the City Council
issued a “‘negative declaration’
stating that a more complete’
environmental review, whichi
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sticks and poles in a panicked bid
to stop the attack.

Chen, who tumbled over side-
walk and curb as he was pulled by
the dogs, was saved only when the
two dogs, named Chopper and

dy, were surrounded by

caming neighbors and gave up
the attack.

On Monday, Chen was hospi-
talized at Northridge Hospital
Medical Center where he was being
treated for 67 tooth marksand cuts.
Painkillers and whirlpool treat-
ments barely dimmed his ordeal.

Acity animal control officer also
wasbittenin thewristashetook the
two dogs in custody inside the
garageofahomein the 20500 block
of Lull Street. Officer Frederick
Galdi was treated for his injury and
released, officials said.

Peter Persik, aspokesman forthe
city Animal Regulation Depart-

ent,  said an investigation is

er way to determine the exact
circumstances of the attack and to
identify the dogs’ owner or owners.

Debbic Potts, who identified
herself to reporters as the dog’s
owner, apologized for the attack
andsaid shewouldn’ttry to prevent
the dogs from being destroyed if
authorities decided they must die.

““I feclsobad, because ifit was my
husband or my child, I would be
very hurt,” Potts said.

The dogs, an 85-pound male and
a 50-pound female, were placed in
a rabies quarantine at the West

Valley Animal Care and Control
Center, where they will beobserved
for 10 days.
Nooneat thescene could explain
why the dogs had gone after Chen.
Police and neighbors say the two
pit bulls, who emerged through an
open garage door, bolted at the
135-pound man as he went outside
about 9 p.m. to throw out garbage
— a chore, Chen said, he had put
off all day.

Children riding bikes on the
street saw the dogs tear toward
Chen. Other neighbors peeked

through windows or left their
homes to investigate when they
heard barking and loud yells.
Cleaning up the front yard of his
home after a family barbecue,

Lonnie Van Cott, his left arm in a

sling from elbow surgery, sprinted

over to Chen’s aid but could do
little to deter the attack.
“‘As I ran I started yelling for all

* neighbors  to get their
ention,” hesaid. “The dogs were

i e

Gene Blevins/Special (o the Daily News
Chopper was one of the dogs
involved in the attack.

biting him from head to toe. He was
down trying to cover himself .
and that dog wasjust pulling hlm
pulling him.”

From his view down the street,
Reveles mlllally thought Chen was
engaged in a tug of war with one of
the dogs — until he realized it was
Chen’s arm, and not a towel, in the
mouth of one of the dogs.

“The guy let out a scrcam that
you just knew this was not play.” he

said.

Reveles grabbed the ax handle.
leaped a backyard wall, and
sprinted to Chenasother neighbors
began circling the dogs. With sticks
and poles the neighbors tried to
keep the dogs off the downed man.

“We finally scared the damned
dogs off,” Van Cott said.

“So many wounds,” said neigh-
bor Sanz Vuong, 47. “All over the
body.”

Reveles said Chen sat down and
was comforted by neighbors as the
dogs ran back into the garage and
the garage door was shut behind
them. Chen appeared to go into
shock as paramedics arrived,
neighbors said.

At noon Monday some of the
people who tried to help Chen
stood outside their homes watch-
ing television news reporters pro-
vide live feeds about the previous
night’s activities.

Van Cott lighted a cigarette and

Animal control Officer Frederick Galdi, who suffered a b\\e pe\s Jody.

;hook his head.

I'm so angry about what
happened,” he said. “Nobody with
responsibility (for the dogs) was
home to stop this. . . . That was the
worst thing I've ever seen in my
life.”

Noting the presence of children
on thestreet, Revelesand Van Cott
said the tragedy could have been
compounded.

“It’s very unfortunate that this
guy got hurt,” Reveles said. “But if
this had happened to one of those
kids you'd hc writing about a death
right now.”

As it was, Chen’s physician, Dr.
Mechran Okhovat, said the victim
was lucky.

Okhovat said Chen’s lacerations
— most extensiveon his handsand
forearms ranged from a
quarter-inch to 1 inch. Chen had
cuts on the back of his head and
neck, and a sweeping superficial
claw mark over his right cye, he

said.

Dcna Mangiamele. chief veteri-
narian for the department of ani-
mal regulation, said the squat,
heavy-set dogs — formally known
as Staffordshire terriers — are
cousins to the American pit bull
terrier and similarly endowed with
a very strong jaw.

She said the breed is very loyal
and compassionate, but like any
large dog, can be dangerous if not
trained or quartered by responsible
owners.

*“A lot of it has to do with whose
handling the animals,” she said.

For 1994, the last full calendar
year for which statistics are kept by
the Los Angeles County Health
Department, more than 16,200
people were bitten by domestic or
wild animals, officials said.

Hundreds more probably aren’t
counted because most bites statis-
tically occur to family members
within the home and go unreport-
ed, Persik said.

Northridge

center still
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the 8900 block of Reseda Boulevard
isstill tryingtoregroup. Thereare 1 1
vacant storefronts in the half-block
north of Rayen Street, just a few
blocks from Cal State Nor\hndgc

Moore and his wife, Carol,
longtime Northridge real eslale
broker, can’t stand to see what’s
happened to their community.

gy cryone can sce it’s a bad part
o‘n,"Carol Mooresaid, walking
along the row of vacant storefronts.
“We’ve got to bring Northridge up.
Somebody should do something
about this.”

Suspecting that vagrants were
living in the shuttered storcfronts,
Carol Moore called Los Angeles
City Councilman Hal Bernson to
complain. The councilman’s staff
dispatched building inspectors to
ensurc that the properties were
locked up, but it couldn’t do what
the Moores really want — turn the
dead shops into thriving businesses
again.

“It’s very frustrating, but it's
private property,” said Francine
Oschin, Bernson's assistant chief of

BLIGHTED BLOCK

The 8900 block of Reseda Boulevard
has been plagued by vacant storefronls
since the 1994 Northridge Earthquake
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There are  many carthquake-
damaged properties throughout the
entire city.

“Peoy orget that this is some-
thingthatisgoingtobewithusalong
time,” she added. “We're going to
have scars on our landscape.”

The storefronts where the India

Market 1nd ncxghhormg shops were

feeling temblor’s blow

payments following the quake, said
Trond Ingvaldsen, the company’s
assistant vice president for rcal
cstate.

The9,576-square-foot property is
in escrow, and Ingvaldsen said he
has his lingers crossed that the sale
will go through.

“Wewereactually in escrow twice
last ycar, but it never closed,” he
said,

“As an institutional owner, we
want to be proud of our property,”
Ingvaldsensaid. “Ourobjectiveisto
sell this property to someonc local
who canclean itupand redevelopit.
It’s no question it’s an cyesore.”

Across the street, there is a large
For Rent sign up at what used to be
Buzz’s Used Appliances.

Jon Paley, arcal estate broker who
is working to lcase the site,
streteh of Reseda south of N
Street had been struggling for y
bul that the leluulb\_ Bl mll\qlmh.

“kind of put it over the L(h,L

*“The area’s difficult,” i
“It’s an area in transition, It's
fered a lot.”

Carol Moore said a redevelop-
ment arca might help turn the are

Old West theme.

Special quake-related redevelop-
ment areas were created in parts of
the San Fernando Valley following
the 1994 temblor, but hard-hit
Northridge was excluded amid
opposition from Bernson and many
com mumly members.

Oschin redevelopment
would offer little to the area, but city
Community Rcdcvelopmcnl
Agency officials disagreed.

Richard Benbow, deputy admin-
istrator for community develop-
ment, said the agency could work
with merchants, residents  and
commumly leaders to devise a

strategy for improving the area and
identifying grants and loans to help
business rebuild.

He ack \owkdg,ud that red
opment cffortsare xm\vplkag
up steam” but noted that there will
bc $47 mi||inn r'm Va

al year thmnm;, July 1.
“Wuu concentrating on  the
" Benbow said.
ay any help from the
city would be welcome — before
more hus clos

0

Justices
not doub

COURT / From Page 1

All nine justices agreed that o
of the forfeitures at issue — that
hundredsof thousands of dollars
cash, proceeds of a major met
amphetamine and mone
laundering operation — did n
amount to double jeopardy. A
proceeds of illegal activity,
money was not property that t
two defendants had “any right
retain,” Justice John Paul Steve
said in a scparate opinion.

But in the second case, in whi
aMichigan man forfeited the val|
of his house because he had pr|
cessed marijuana there, Stevel
cast a lone dissenting vote. He sa
the forfeiture was plainly punitiy
because “there is no evidence th
the house had been purchased wi
the proceeds of unlawful activit
and the house itself was surely n{
contraband.”

“authorized the forfeiture of eve
home in which alcoholic beverag
were consumed.” He accused tl
majority of repudiating a serics.
recent court decisions that limitg
the government’s discretion i
using civil forfeiture in varioy
contexts.

Those decisions, including or
only three years ago that foun
civil forfeiture to be a form ¢
punishment for purposes
applying the Eighth Amendmenl
protcclion against “‘excessiy
fines,” were an inconvenience f(
the majority, but Rehnquist di
pensed with them quickly.

Referring to Austin vs. Unite
States, the 1993 case holding th

a forfeiture could be an excessiy

fine, the chief justice said the cou

had never treated the excessivi

Amendment “as parallel to,
even related to, the Double Jeoy
ardy Clause of the Fift
Amendment.”

“We decline to import th
analysis of Austin into our doub
jeopardy jurisprudence,” hj
added.

In his dissenting opinion
Stevens objected that the cou
““today stands Austin on its head.
Hessaid it was “difficult to imagin|
why the Framers of the tw
amendments would have require|
a particular sanction not to b
excessive, but would have allowe|
it to be imposed mulliplc times fq
the same offense.”

other recent forfeiture decisiong
saying the lower courts had mis
understood them as creating
“radical jurisprudential shift.
Instead, he said, nothing in thos
rulings “purported to replace ou
traditional understanding tha
civil forfeiture does not constitut|
punishment for the purpose of th
Double Jeopardy Clause.”

In his opinion, United States v.
Ursery, No. 95-345, Rehnquist lel|
open the possxbxhty that a civ
forfeiture |n|gl\t be so clearl
punitive as to be “equivalent to
criminal proceeding” and there
fore subject to the double jeopard
clause. But his analysis of the tw
laws the government uses in nar
cotics cases made it highly unlikel
that forfeitures under those stafl
utes would meet that test.

One of the laws, known as Sec|
tion 881, provides for the forfeil
ture of “all real property™ that i
“used or intended to be used, il
any manner or part, to commit, 0
to facilitate the commission of,” {
federal drug offense. The govern
ment relied on this section in th
forfeiture of the rural Michigay
house where Guy Jerome Ursery
Was processing marijuana.

The second law, known as Sec
tion 981, provides for the forfei
turc offall “things of value™ used o
intended for use in a drug trans
action, as well as “all proceedy
traccable to such an exchange,
TI\c go\'crnmcnl uscd lhls sccuol




