“Citizens were running s +ildly and screaming, and fire was
averywhere,"

Such was the laconic report of George W, Mason. He should
know, He was there,

The day, Friday, September 25, 1970 had dawned bright, hot

and windy., Mason, District Supervisor of the West Yaliey Animal Sheiter

in Chatsworth, was scheduled o make one of hig vieekly helicopier flights

to Angeles National Forest, 35 miles away, to relocate 14 small wild
animals, trapped that week in the City of Los Angeles, The scheduled
flight was part of a wildlife conservation program conducted by the
Los Angeies City Department of Animal Reqgulation.

At 10:00 a.m. Hason received word from the City's Burezu of
Transportation that the fiight was cancelled,

*Too windy," said Helicopter Pilot Ray Schutte,

Acrid, gusty Santa fna winds had been stirring. Called by
some, “the devil winds," they blew in from desert wastelands, and
carried the kiss of & blowtorch. They were part of eveyy Septepber
in Southern California,

Groundad, Mason changed his plans. lle telephonad E?nie

densen, District Supervisor of the East Valley Animal Shelter in nearby

Horth He?iywood,'




The time was 1:20 p.m. when Jensen arrived.

The two men sat down and began devaloping wovk program statis-
tics as base data for budgetary needs. Outside the office window,
clusters of Tumbleweed and swirling pockets of loosse fop soil raced
toward the foothills a mite awayv.

Inside the naw $500,000 Shelter, it was pleasant., llason's
office intercom squawkbox, novmally rattling with city-wide trouble

calls, momentariiy was quiet.

=

The two supervisors ware scarcely aware of the amplifier whe

it jumped intc actiOﬁ; A voice, Tiat and impersonal, came through
with a service message, not invelving animal regulation. Scmething
about a fire., Small blazes were always cropping up this time of the
Year,

At that moment, Mason's felephone rang. He answered. He
focked at Jensen,

"Treuble,” he said, "in Bee Canyon."

be2 Canyon is lecated three miles north of Granada Hills
{nopulation 55,000) in the northwest corner of Los Angeles, proper.

“Not much information,” Mason added, "But we betier have
a look,"

Jensen agreed, and left inmediately. Hason alerted his
shelter personnel and followed four minutes later., Destination:
A hastily established Fire Command Post on Granada Hilis' perimeter,
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home. "1y geat had eaten éli*th@‘br i

sald proudiy,

Chickens cackied and clucked in abortive flights. Their
wings a mockery of airlift--a betrayal in crisis. They ran and fiapped
in raucous terror, Ever try to catch a chicken on a clear day? Try
it with ¥ire at your elbow and wind in youv naire.

Cats. They ware swifter than the fire, llost of them.

Fast, and sharp with an age-o0ld instinct for syrvival. The showers of
snarks nlagued the slower animals, but the shovers couldn®t catecn the
house~pets of Egypt.

The ACDs corralied and caught and 1oaded, They wave fuck

<

and uniucky. Fire rolled the dice.

Like casualties from a war front, the animals wera fransported
to the West Yatley Animal Shelter. The amall domestic pets were lodged
inside to await a happy reuniocn with their masters at the end of tha
heartbreek, Live steck was led to graze in the one-acre “Disaster
Pasture” behind the Shelter.

Robert I. Rush, General Hanager of the Los Anceles City De-
partment of Animal Reguiation, judiciously had insisted that the 7“enced-in
pasture, with grass, foddey and automatic watering davices be a part
of the new Shelter, dedicated {n August. In less than two months , his
judgment was vindicated.

The intercom in iason’s office snapped and crackled with
#ire static, sharp orders, pleas for heip. Trouble, agony and anguish
pourad from the squawkbox.
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Do you have a émall'dog'

“Do you happen to have a medium-size qo
of lopsided?®

Bas, e L e A
My stable's gone, but I still have fwenty tons of hay

AY s

Need any?®

-

“This is Mr, Frank Smith calling from Kansas. I got a thousand
head of herses somewhere jn your neck-of-the-wcods. Do you know anything
about ‘em?"

in the front office, the public counter was swamped with
persans inguiring about lost animals. Amohg the stream of wisitors
was Councilman Rebert #l. Wilkinson, who represented the vavaged Chatsworthe
Granada Hills area, He had come to compliment the ACOs.

Mason counted his neaageriéﬁ the animals plucked From the
Furnace. Safe st the Shelter were 28 horses (move than 230 had been
saved in the Tield), 7 bovines, 4 burros, 12 goats, 3 shesp, 18 chickens,
geese and ducks, 3 rabbits, 1 guinea pig, 10 cats and 40 doys.

The box score wasin't all there. Hundreds of animals had been
led to safe vetreats in the fire arvea., Others had to be destroyed by
ACUs because they ware too badly burned for survival,

Mason and his ACOs raturned to the front where the fire kept
burning Tike 1% would never stop,
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