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PREVENT A LITTER: IT’S GOOD FOR
THE COMMUNITY

Communities spend millions of dollars to control and
eliminate unwanted animals, Itresponsible breeding
contributes to the problem of dog hites and attacks.
Animal shelters are overburdes: i plus animals.
Stray pets and homeless an 10 trash con
tainers, defecate in pub sivate lawr
and frighten or anger citi

ing of their misery or n.

scare away or kill birds and =i
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MYTHS . . . AND FA

“My pet will get fat and laz; 2th is that most
pets get fat and lazy because their owners feed them
too much and don't give them enough exercise.

“It’s better to have one litter first.” Medicz_ll
evidence indicates just the opposite. In faFI, _rhe evi-
dence shows that females spayed before their first heat

i -time cost that is

or neuter surgery is a one :
fgl?t,ivcly small when compared to thefbencffitcst
It's a small price to pay for the health o yo;.lm :l 4
and the prevention of more unwanted an b

i inarian
healthier. Check with your veterind

ey te time for these procedures.

about the appropria

» S0 is at least one out
5 t is a purebred. S? is al
fB “te m¥0§: animall: brought to animal sheltersd a;gtusrii
:)h: Zoruyntry. There are just too many dogs an
mixed breed and purebred.

“] want my dog to be protective.” Spayi.ng ang
neutering does not affect a dog’s nat'ural mstmﬁts tis
protect its home and family. A fiog s persona bty't
formed more by genetics and environment than by its
sex hormones.

“Idon’t want my male dog or cat to feel like less
of a male.” Pets don’t have any concept of sexulal
identity or ego. Neutering a male dog or cat will
not change its basic personality. It doesn’t suffer any
kind of emotional reaction or identity crisis when
neutered.

“It’s too expensive to have my pet spayed or
neutered.” The cost of spaying and neutering
depends on the sex, size, and age of the animal, your
veterinarian's fees, and a number of other variables.
But whatever the actual price, spay or neuter surgery
is a one-time cost and relatively small when compared
toall the benefits. It’s also a bargain compared to the
cost of having a litter and ensuring the health of the
mother and litter; two months of pregnancy and
another two months until the litter is weaned can add
Up to significant veterinary bills and food €costs, not
tolmefnion the added financial and health costs jf éom-
phlcauons develop, Most importantly, it'sa very small
Price to pay for the health of your pet and the preyen,
tion of more unwanted animals, ;

;‘I’ll find good homes forall
€ns.” You may find homes for all
of your pe's litter, What you i e

the puppies and k.

May not think ahoy, is

that, in Jess than one year's time, eqcp and every one

of your per s litter may haye roduced s own litter.
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